
Looking Ahead  
 

 March 1, 2024  Lenten Friday at SPN Parish 

 March 4-7, 2024 Scholastic Book Fair – in-school 

 March 5, 2024  ACRE Testing for Grade 5 

 March 5, 2024  NJHS attending the Annapolis Advocacy Day 

 March 6, 2024  ACRE Testing for Grade 8 

 March 6, 2024  Scholastic Book Fair Family Night from 3:15-5:30 PM 

 March 7, 2024  School Mass for all Grades at 9 AM 

 March 7, 2024  SPN Spirit Night at Italia’s Corner Café from 4-8:30 PM 

 March 8, 2024  Fitness Stations of the Cross from 7:45-8:03 AM 

 March 8, 2024  Scholastic Book Fair – take-down 

 March 8, 2024  Donations for KicksforX are due 

 March 8, 2024  Lenten Friday at SPN Parish 

 March 10, 2024 Youth Mass at 5 PM 

 March 13, 2024 Early Dismissal at 12:15 PM – Teacher Work Day 

 March 14, 2024 School Mass for pre-K to Grade 3 at 9 AM 

 March 15, 2024 Class Picture Day (Parents have the option for Individual Pictures as well) 

 March 15, 2024 Lenten Friday at SPN Parish 

 March 20, 2024 Club Picture Day 

 March 20, 2024 HSA’s Joe Corbi’s scheduled delivery date 

 March 21, 2024 School Mass for Grades 4 through 8 at 9 AM 

 March 22, 2024 Lenten Friday at SPN Parish 

 March 27, 2024 Home and School’s Association out-of-uniform Day 

 March 28, 2024 HOLY THURSDAY – No School Mass this day 

 March 28, 2024 Early Dismissal at 12:15 PM  

  
  

  
 

  

 

 

Mission Statement: 
St. Philip Neri School is dedicated to fostering Catholic faith and academic excellence. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

students are provided the opportunity to develop their gifts and talents while striving to become active members of their church.  
A foundation for future success and life-long learning is provided in partnership with the family, parish and school community. 

 

 

March 1, 2024 

INFORMATIONAL FLYERS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER: 
 

SCHOOL EVENTS – HSA Tuition Raffle, KicksforX collection, SPN Annual Golf 
Tournament (5/21), Book Fair Schedule, and SPN Alumni Gathering (5/19) 
OUTSIDE EVENTS – Grief Counseling at Stella Maris Camp 
PARISH EVENTS – Lenten Activities, Operation Mato Grosso Lenten Outreach, 
Homemade Easter Eggs, Youth Ministry Schedule, and SPN Youth Tag Rugby  

Official PBIS Silver School & 2024 Kindness Certified School  
2021-2023 Top Work Places – 3 years in a row 

 

Social Media 
 

Facebook: 

St. Philip Neri Catholic 

School 
 

Instagram:  

Spnjesters 
 

St. Philip Neri School • 410-859-1212 • office@spnmd.org  • spnmd.org 

  
 

2023-2024 School Year 

mailto:office@spnmd.org
http://www.spnmd.org/


   

MARCH 5 
NJHS Students to attend the  

Advocacy Day in Annapolis! 
 

 

MARCH 1 & 8 
Lenten Friday at SPN Parish! 
See page 5 for more details! 

MARCH 5 

ACRE Testing for Grade 5 

MARCH 6 

ACRE Testing for Grade 8 
 

Since the late 1970’s NCEA has offered assessment instruments designed to strengthen 

catechetical/religious education programs.  The ACRE helps schools, parishes, and diocesan 

leaders evaluate the faith knowledge and attitudes of students in Catholic schools.  As an 

integrated assessment tool, ACRE provides faith knowledge questions (cognitive domain) and 

questions related to religious beliefs, attitudes, practices, and perceptions (affective domain.) 

This is a tool that provides national scores for comparison and processes for tracking religious 

education program data over time. 
 

MARCH 1-8 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

Online shopping days 

NOW until MARCH 15 
 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stphilipnerischool3 

MARCH 4-7 – in-school sales to students 

MARCH 6 – FAMILY BOOK FAIR from 3:15-5:30 PM 

MARCH 8 – Scholastic Book Fair breakdown 

MARCH 15 – end of online sales 
 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stphilipnerischool3


  

MARCH 8 FITNESS STATIONS OF THE CROSS – 7:45-8:03 AM 

Meet Mr. Bateman on Fridays during Lent to get some exercise for your body and soul! 

The gym is open during homeroom time for fitness stations.  This is an optional activity for 

students in Grades 3-8.  They are an opportunity to get in some exercise and help students to 

wake up and get going. Students should report to homeroom first and ask their homeroom 

teacher for permission to go to fitness stations.  Student can work out in the gym until 8:03 

before being dismissed to return to their homerooms for morning announcements. 
 

DURING LENT – FITNESS STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

On Fridays during Lent our usual fitness stations will turn into fitness Stations of the Cross.  

Students will receive guidance about each Station of the Cross while they are working out! 

Congratulations to one of our staff  

members on winning the SPN Jester  

Spirit Award. Each week we honor  

a different faculty or staff member  

for being awesome!   
 

Congratulations to  

Mrs. Deborah Flynn! 
 

WAY TO BE AWESOME, MRS. FLYNN! 

 

 

 

MARCH 8 
Donations for #KicksforX are due! 
 

MARCH 7 
School Mass for all Grades 

Please join us in the church! 
All are welcome!  Mass starts at 9 AM. 

 

MARCH 7 
SPIRIT NIGHT  

AT ITALIA’S 

4:00-8:30 PM 
Please be sure to  
mention SPN when  

placing your order! 
 



 

Our Catholic Faith at St. Philip Neri School 

SYMBOLS OF LENT 
 

(from https://teachingcatholickids.com/symbols-of-lent/) 

 

Ashes: Made from palm leaves of the previous year, ashes can remind us both of 

the baptismal and penitential character of Lent. They not only represent our own 

mortality and utter dependence on God, but also symbolize our efforts of dying to 

sin (and rising to new life in Christ). 
 

Violet (deep purple): Violet is the liturgical color of the season and symbolizes its 

repentant character, as well as Christ as the King of the world. (Deep purple was a 

color reserved for royalty in Jesus’ time.) 
 

Fish: As a Lenten symbol, fish stands for the obligation to fast on Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday. We also abstain from meat on other Fridays of the season. 
 

Barren stones: Stones call to mind the desert, and Jesus’ testing by the devil 

there. 
 

Pretzels: Made from simple dough which has no dairy or fat, pretzels remind us of 

fasting two arms crossed in prayer. 
 

https://teachingcatholickids.com/symbols-of-lent/


 
 

     Pancake Supper – February 13 
           4:30 – 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall 

       $5/pp and free to those under the age of 3 
 

FRIDAYS DURING LENT 
Fridays in Lent – February 16  

         February 23 

         March 1 

         March 8 

         March 15 

         March 22 

 
Confessions from 5-6 PM 

Mass at 6 PM 

Bread and Soup Supper in the gym (free) from 6:30-7:30 PM 

Stations of the Cross at 7:30 PM 

 

March 15 and March 22 at 7:15 PM – Guest Speakers:   

       Jimmy Depher II and Katherine Mosco 

       Followed by Stations of the Cross 

 

      March 29 at 7:30 PM  

      Living Stations of the Cross acted out by the  

      youth of the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 20 at 7:15 PM at St. Philip Neri 

A play titled “From Slave to Priest” about the life of Father Augustus Tolton, the first  

African-American priest in the United States.  He was born in 1854 and was ordained a priest in 

1886.  The event will be free-of-charge but a free-will offering taken.  This play will be put on by the 

St. Luke Productions.  For a trailer:  https://www2.stlukeproductions.com/dramas/tolton 



 

PARISH EVENTS AND INFORMATION http://www.stclementandstphilipneripastorate.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPN PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Mass at 5 PM 

Sunday Masses at  

     8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, and 11:30 AM 
 

DAILY MASS 

Thursday at 9:00 AM 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri at 6:30 PM 
 

 

 



 



 



  



 
 

 

4A worked hard 

during their 

Science Lab.  

They have been 

learning about 

potential energy 

and kinetic 

energy.  The 

students 

applied their 

knowledge 

about the law of 

conservation of 

energy to 

create a roller 

coaster.  They 

used pool 

noodles, tape, 

and a marble.  

They did 

several trials 

for an initial 

design and a 

final design. 



 
 

February Hike with our  

SPN Hiking Club! 



 
 

We celebrated Scout 

Sunday weekend with the 

Scouts coming to Mass on 

Saturday, February 17 at 

the 5 PM Mass. Father Andy 

is presenting PARVULI DEI 

emblems to three scouts 

who earned them. This is a 

Scout emblem where the 

scout learns about the 

Catholic faith. God bless to 

all of our scouts. Peace!  

Our Lego Club was a huge success!  

We are so glad that our students enjoyed building and being creative! 



 

 
The Cub Scouts had their Blue 

& Gold Banquet on Saturday, 

February 24. This is a 

ceremony when each Scout 

receives their patch for 

completing the requirements 

for their current rank and 

celebrate moving up to the 

next rank. The highest ranked 

Cub Scouts (called Arrow of 

Lights) also have a ceremony 

to bridge over to Boy Scouts. 

Congratulations, Scouts! 

Also, congratulations to 

Andrew and Jacob on receiving 

their Parvuli Dei Religious 

Medal! 
 



 

  

Our students love helping out around 

school.  Eden helped Ms. Theresa water 

the plants! 

SPN Alums, Ally ’20 and Bridget ’20, welcomed SPN 

8th graders Amy, Ashlyn, and Emma to the Cub 

family during The Catholic High’s welcome soiree. 

Did you know that SPN hosts an 

Art Show each year?  Check out 

our 8th graders working hard on art 

show designs!  More details about 

our Art Show coming soon! 



 



 



 



 



 



 


