
Looking Ahead  
 December 2, 2023 SPN Basketball Intramurals OPEN GYM (11 AM to 1 PM) 

 December 3, 2023 Advent Begins 

 December 3, 2023 The Annual Linthicum Christmas Tree Lighting at 6 PM 

 December 4, 2023 Used Uniform Exchange from 3-5 PM 

 December 7, 2023 School Mass for all Grades at 9 AM 

 December 7, 2023 SPN Spirit Night at Italia’s Corner Café from 4-8:30 PM 

 December 8, 2023 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass all Grades at 9 AM 

 December 8, 2023 HSA’s Fall Raffingo at 7 PM 

 December 10, 2023 Youth Mass at 5 PM 

 December 11, 2023 Makeup for Absentees/Retakes Individual Pictures 

 December 12, 2023 Spirit Day at Panda Express – All Day Long 

 December 14, 2023 School Mass for pre-K to Grade 3 at 9 AM 

 December 14, 2023 Santa’s Secret Workshop Set Up 

 December 15, 2023 High School Applications Due 

 December 15, 2023 Santa’s Secret Workshop 8 AM to 5 PM (open to Parish 3-5 PM) 

 December 17, 2023 Breakfast With St. Nicholas sponsored by the Troop 447 

 December 19 Ugly Sweater Day  

  
 

  
 

  

 

Mission Statement: 
St. Philip Neri School is dedicated to fostering Catholic faith and academic excellence. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

students are provided the opportunity to develop their gifts and talents while striving to become active members of their church.  
A foundation for future success and life-long learning is provided in partnership with the family, parish and school community. 

 

 

December 1, 2023 

INFORMATIONAL FLYERS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER: 
SCHOOL EVENTS – HSA Tuition Raffle, HSA Fall Raffingo, Santa’s Secret Workshop 
Donations Needed, December School Calendar, and December Lunch Menu. 
 

PARISH EVENTS –SPN Basketball Intramurals OPEN GYM (12/1), Youth Mass 
(12/10), and Breakfast with St. Nicholas (12/17). 
     
   
       

Official PBIS Silver School & 2022 Kindness Certified School  
2021-2022 Top Work Places 

 
Social Media 

 

Facebook: 

St. Philip Neri Catholic 

School 
 

Instagram: Spnjesters 
 

X: @StPhilipNeriSch 

St. Philip Neri School • 410-859-1212 • office@spnmd.org  • spnmd.org 

  
 

2023-2024 School Year 

mailto:office@spnmd.org
http://www.spnmd.org/


   

DECEMBER 7 
 

School Mass for all grades 

at 9 AM 
 

DECEMBER 8 
 

School Mass for all grades 

at 9 AM 
Solemnity of the  

Immaculate Conception Mass 
Please join us in the church! 

All are welcome! 

DECEMBER 2 
OPEN GYM FOR BASKETBALL 

INTRAMURALS  

from 11 AM – 1 PM 
   

 

DECEMBER 4 
 

Used Uniform Exchange 

3-5 PM in Basement  
spnuseduniform@gmail.com  

December 8 
 

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION’S 

FALL RAFFINGO 

Live-streamed at 7 PM  

on our Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/stphilipnericatholicschool 

 
 
 

DECEMBER 7 
 

Spirit Night  

at Italia’s Corner  

from 4-8:30 PM 

mailto:spnuseduniform@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/stphilipnericatholicschool


 

Congratulations to one of our staff  

members on winning the SPN Jester  

Spirit Award. Each week we honor a  

different faculty or staff member  

for being awesome! 
 

 

    Congratulations to 

      Ms. Amy Sewell! 
 
 

WAY TO BE AWESOME, MS. AMY! 
 

 

 

 

Linthicum’s 

Annual 

Christmas 

Tree Lighting 
 

Sunday, 

December 4 

6 PM 
 

Everyone is invited to this fun-filled event!   
 

The location is at the corner of  
Camp Meade Road and Maple Road. 

 

Christmas Carols by the SPN Chorus! 
 

Help us count down the lighting of the tree! 
Come get your fill of cookies, candy canes,  

hot chocolate & see Santa! 
 

Sunday, 

December 3, 

at 6 PM 

ADVENT BEGINS ON 

SUNDAY,  

DECEMBER 3 



 



 

HSA’s RAFFINGO  

Live Streamed on Friday, December 8, at 7 PM 
 

Want a chance to win 20 great prizes for one price?  Now is your chance! 

St. Philip Neri School's Home School Association is hosting a RAFFINGO!   

We coined this phrase when we raffled off our bingo prizes during COVID.   

We will have 20 prizes for one set price of $20.   

We will also have 3 additional raffles - PS5, a Yeti cooler with alcohol, and a 50-50. 
 

 Raffle winners will announced during our live streamed event  

on Friday, December 8, at 7 PM. 

https://www.facebook.com/stphilipnericatholicschool 
 

PreKA – Golf Galore   PreKB – Taco Tuesday 
KA – Sports and Outdoor Fun   KB – S’mores and More 

1A – Dude Crate    1B – Netflix Night 

2A – Beer Garden   2B – Date Night 

3A – Grilling Basket   3B – Relaxation Basket 

4A – Lottery Basket   4B – Spa Basket 

5A – Restaurant Night  5B – Crafty Devils 

6A – Reading Basket   6B – Game Night 

7A – Baker’s Basket   7B – Maryland Sports Teams 

8A – Maryland Flag   8B – Christmas Basket 
  

  RAFFLE 1 – PS5       RAFFLE 2 – Yeti Cooler RAFFLE 3 – 50/50 
 

Go to the following link to purchase your chance to win these fabulous prizes! 

https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stphilipneri/raffingo 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stphilipnericatholicschool
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stphilipneri/raffingo


 
 

DUE – DECEMBER 12 – DUNKIN GIFT CARDS! 

We are looking for donations of Dunkin gift cards! 
 

Donations are due by TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12.   

This donation will count towards family service hours.  
 

Please mark the envelope “SSW DD CARDS” and include your name to receive credit! 

DUE – DECEMBER 8 - WRAPPING ITEMS NEEDED! 
 

We are in need of the following items so Santa’s little helpers can wrap the 

special gifts bought at the Santa’s Secret Workshop: 
 

            WRAPPING PAPER   

            RIBBONS & BOWS 

            CHRISTMAS BAGS   

            SHIRT BOXES 
            TISSUE PAPER    

            TAPE 
 

Please bring your donations into the school office.  Donations are due by 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8. (These donations do not count toward service hours.)  

DECEMBER 14 – RECTANGULAR TABLES 
 

It looks like we are in need of 10  

rectangular tables so our wrappers  

have a place to do their elf duties! 
 

If you have a table we could borrow for the workshop,  

please drop off in the gym on Thursday, December 14,  

during our setup time!  Please make sure your table has  

your name on it so it can be returned to its proper  

owner!  Please inform Mrs. Sue Wenzlick so she can keep a record of this 

borrowed item! 

If you have any questions 

about anything on this page, 

please contact 

Mrs. Sue Wenzlick at 

swenzlick@spnmd.org. 



 



 



 

 

House meetings are serious business! 

One must dress for the occasion! 

Looking sharp Remington! ↑ 

Ms. Katie, Grandma, and Ms. Nancy, along with 

Emily, Eden, and Philip, had a visit with Santa 

and Mrs. Claus in Ocean City over the 

Thanksgiving break! ↑ 

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION’S 

FALL RAFFINGO – Friday, December 8, at 7 PM 
Pictured below are some more of our FALL RAFFINGO themed items to be raffled off! 

Get your tickets now! 

https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stphilipneri/raffingo 

 



 

SPN ENROLLMENT FOR 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

REGISTRATION FEES:  

November 1-December 31, 2023 

The registration fee is $150.  
The fee will increase to $175 on January 1 and to $200 on February 1. 

 

Our deadline for returning families is  

TODAY, DECEMBER 1.  
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE AT  

ST. PHILIP NERI SCHOOL FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

Financial assistance is available from several sources: 

1)  Archdiocese of Baltimore (AOB) 

2)  St. Philip Neri Parish 

3)  St. Philip Neri School 

4)  Applicant's Parish* 

 

Anyone requesting financial aid from the AOB, SPN Parish or School:  

Families must complete the FACTS Financial Aid Application found at the link below.  A NEW 

application must be submitted every year if you would like to be considered for aid. This 

application must be completed and all required documentation submitted by February 29, 2024, to be 

eligible for any AOB, School, or Parish assistance.  The cost to complete this application is $34.  
Here is the SPN direct link: https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3QGNP 

 

Log into your account or choose “New Account” to create your account and begin the application 

process. Questions regarding the application process can be directed to FACTS at 866-441-4637. 

 

Please note that FACTS only processes the applications.  The decisions for granting or denying 

requests for assistance are made separately by:  the Archdiocese of Baltimore, St. Philip Neri Parish, 

and St. Philip Neri School.  These decisions are made during the March-April time frame.  Applicants 

will receive a response in May.   

 
ALL TUITION ASSISTANCE AWARDS ARE CONTINGENT UPON SUBMISSION OF A COMPLETED FACTS 

APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION OF PROPER DOCUMENTATION.  

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST HAVE A “VERIFIED” STATUS BEFORE ANY ASSISTANCE IS GRANTED. 

 

*Anyone requesting financial aid from their parish: 

Please contact your parish directly and ask if they offer any financial aid. 
 

https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3QGNP


 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH EVENTS AND INFORMATION http://www.stclementandstphilipneripastorate.org/ 



 
 

December 8th marks the feast of the Solemnity of The Immaculate Conception.  

It celebrates an important point of Catholic teaching, and it is a holy day of  

obligation. 

 

Here are 8 things you need to know about the teaching and the  

way we celebrate it. 
 

1. Who does the Immaculate Conception refer to? 
 

There's a popular idea that it refers to Jesus' conception by the Virgin Mary.  It doesn't.  Instead, it refers to the special 

way in which the Virgin Mary herself was conceived. This conception was not virginal. (That is, she  had a human father as 

well as a human mother.) But it was special and unique in another way. . .  

  

2. What is the Immaculate Conception? 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains it this way: 

 490  To become the mother of the Saviour, Mary “was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role.” The angel  

 Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as “full of grace”.  In fact, in order for Mary to be able to  

 give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her vocation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne  

 by God's grace. 

 491  Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, “full of grace” through God, was  

 redeemed from the moment of her conception.  

 

That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854: 

 The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of 

 almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, preserved immune from all  

 stain of original sin.  

  

3. Does this mean Mary never sinned? 
 

Yes. Because of the way redemption was applied to Mary at the moment of her conception, she not only was protected from 

contracting original sin but also personal sin.  
 

The Catechism explains: 

 493  The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God “the All-Holy” (Panagia), and celebrate her as “free 

  from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature”.  By the grace of God 

  Mary remained free of every personal sin her whole life long. “Let it be done to me according to your word. . .” 

  

4. Does this mean Mary didn't need Jesus to die on the Cross for her? 
 

No. What we've already quoted states that Mary was immaculately conceived as part of her being “full of grace” and thus 

“redeemed” from the moment of her conception" by "a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the 

merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race."   
 

The Catechism goes on to state: 

 492  The “splendour of an entirely unique holiness” by which Mary is “enriched from the first instant of her  

 conception” comes wholly from Christ: she is “redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her 

  Son”.  The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person “in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

  heavenly places” and chose her “in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before him 

  in love”. 

 508  From among the descendants of Eve, God chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother of his Son. “Full of grace”, Mary  

 is “the most excellent fruit of redemption” (SC 103): from the first instant of her conception, she was totally 

 preserved from the stain of original sin and she remained pure from all personal sin throughout her life. 

  

 

CATHOLIC FAITH 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Part 1) 
Information from the National Catholic Register:  https://www.ncregister.com/ 

 



 
 

5. How does this make Mary a parallel of Eve? 
 

Adam and Eve were both created immaculate, without original sin or  

its stain. They fell from grace, and through them mankind was bound  

to sin.  Christ and Mary were also conceived immaculate. They  

remained faithful, and through them mankind was redeemed from sin. 

Christ is thus the New Adam, and Mary the New Eve.   
 

The Catechism notes: 

 494  As St. Irenaeus says, “Being obedient she became the  

 cause of salvation for herself and for the whole human race.”  
 

Hence not a few of the early Fathers gladly assert: “The knot of Eve's disobedience was untied by Mary's obedience: what 

the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened by her faith.”  Comparing her with Eve, they call Mary “the 

Mother of the living” and frequently claim: “Death through Eve, life through Mary.” 
  

 6. How does this make Mary an icon of our own destiny? 
 

Those who die in God's friendship and thus go to heaven will be freed from all sin and stain of sin. We will thus all be 

rendered "immaculate" (Latin, immaculatus = "stainless") if we remain faithful to God.  Even in this life, God purifies us and 

trains us in holiness and, if we die in his friendship but imperfectly purified, he will purify us in purgatory and render us 

immaculate.  By giving Mary this grace from the first moment of her conception, God showed us an image of our own destiny. 

He shows us that this is possible for humans by his grace. 
 

John Paul II noted: 

In contemplating this mystery in a Marian perspective, we can say that "Mary, at the side of her Son, is the most perfect 

image of freedom and of the liberation of humanity and of the universe. It is to her as Mother and Model that the Church 

must look in order to understand in its completeness the meaning of her own mission" (Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith, Libertatis conscientia, 22 March, 1986, n. 97; cf. Redemptoris Mater, n. 37). 
 

Let us fix our gaze, then, on Mary, the icon of the pilgrim Church in the wilderness of history but on her way to the glorious 

destination of the heavenly Jerusalem, where she [the Church] will shine as the Bride of the Lamb, Christ the Lord. 
 

7. Was it necessary for God to make Mary immaculate at her conception so that she could be Jesus' mother? 
 

No. The Church only speaks of the Immaculate Conception as something that was "fitting," something that made Mary a "fit 

habitation" (i.e., suitable dwelling) for the Son of God, not something that was necessary. Thus in preparing to define the 

dogma, Pope Pius IX stated: 
 

 And hence they [the Church Fathers] affirmed that the Blessed Virgin was, through grace, entirely free from 

 every stain of sin, and from all corruption of body, soul and mind; that she was always united with God and joined to 

 him by an eternal covenant; that she was never in darkness but always in light; and that, therefore, she was 

 entirely a fit habitation for Christ, not because of the state of her body, but because of her original grace. . . . 
 

For it was certainly not fitting that this vessel of election should be wounded by the common injuries, since she, differing 

so much from the others, had only nature in common with them, not sin. In fact, it was quite fitting that, as the Only-

Begotten has a Father in heaven, whom the Seraphim extol as thrice holy, so he should have a Mother on earth who would 

never be without the splendor of holiness. 
 

8. How do we celebrate the Immaculate Conception today? 
 

In the Latin rite of the Catholic Church, December 8th is the solemnity of the  

Immaculate Conception. In the United States and in a number of other countries,  

it is a holy day of obligation. When December 8th falls on Saturday, the precept of  

attending Mass is still observed in the United States, even though it will mean going  

to Mass two days in a row (since every Sunday is also a holy day of obligation.) 

 

CATHOLIC FAITH 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Part 2) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

It looks like we have plenty of volunteers to help run Santa’s 

Secret Workshop!  Students should come to the Workshop 

with a big shopping bag to carry home their gifts! 



 
Please feel free to visit the Workshop after school!  

Sometimes our children need a little extra time! 



 



 


